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SERGIY BARBASHYN 
President  of the AI Ethics & Integrity  

International Association (AIEI) 

WELCOME MESSAGE

I ’ve seen a world rushing forward with AI, but our laws are strug-
gling to keep up. This is the reality of our time: a profound, trans-
formative technology is reshaping every industry and aspect of 
society, yet it operates within a fragmented and uncertain regula-
tory landscape. The chasm between the speed of innovation and 

the pace of governance has created a new frontier, the one where 
ethical leadership and proactive action are no longer optional but 
are our only viable options.
 
In this second edition of the AI Horizon Journal, we venture to 
the very heart of this new frontier. Within these pages, we hear 
from legal professionals at the forefront of this shift, as they navi-
gate what is being called “The Great Transformation of Lawyers”.  
We explore the pressing questions of intellectual proper-
ty, where trailblazing organizations like INTA are moving 
to establish foundational principles that protect both cre-
ators and consumers. We also examine the human element, 
with a look at the societal impact of AI from its potential to  
revolutionize healthcare and education to the serious risks of bias 
and job displacement that must be addressed.
 
This issue is a testament to a growing understanding that waiting 
for top-down regulation is not a strategy. Instead, we must look to 
verifiable self-governance. You will discover how leading companies 
are engineering trust from within, using frameworks that prove their 
commitment to integrity and transparency.
 
With the launch of our new Legal Committee, the AIEI is translating 
these principles into tangible action. We are moving beyond dialogue 
to provide the practical guidance and collaborative community nec-
essary to navigate this next phase.
 
As a member of this community, you are part of the solution. We 
invite you to explore this issue, engage with its insights, and join us 
in forging a future where artificial intelligence serves humanity re-
sponsibly, transparently, and ethically.
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To read more about the conference 
or apply to attend — scan this QR code or visit

ai-ei.org/ai-horizon-conference

AI HORIZON 
CONFERENCE

LISBON, PORTUGAL
NOVEMBER 11, 2025

On November 11, 2025, during Lisbon’s Web Summit, the 
AI Horizon Conference will tackle the complex ethical and 
governance challenges of artificial intelligence. Organized 
by the AI Ethics and Integrity International Association 
(AIEI), this new forum aims to be more than just a discus-
sion; it’s a platform for producing tangible solutions.

Set just moments from the main Web Summit venue, the 
conference will feature a keynote address and a compre-
hensive panel discussion. The panel will bring together 
leaders from technology, academia, and regulatory bod-
ies to dissect key issues like transparency in AI systems, 
effective governance models, and AI’s broad societal and 
economic impact.

In a dedicated session, a select group of early-stage start-
ups will present their solutions to an audience of potential 
partners and investors. This segment is designed to give 
emerging companies a boost, connecting them with the re-
sources and visibility they need to accelerate their growth.

The event will also shine a light on positive change through 
the AIEI Awards Ceremony. These awards will honor or-
ganizations that have made significant contributions to 
ethical AI throughout the year. By celebrating real-world 
achievements, the AIEI hopes to inspire other companies 
to adopt similar, responsible practices.

Beyond the formal agenda, the AI Horizon Conference will 
prioritize both structured and informal networking. At-
tendees will have ample opportunities to exchange ideas, 
build connections, and explore collaborative projects. The 
goal is to create a dynamic environment where concepts 
can quickly evolve into actionable initiatives.

The AI Horizon Conference will draw a global audience of 
tech professionals to a focused, results-oriented discussion. 
It’s an opportunity to move beyond the hype and address 
the fundamental frameworks that will govern the future 
of AI. The conference’s emphasis on ethics and integrity re-
flects a crucial shift: the success of AI will depend not only 
on its power but also on our ability to wield it responsibly. 

A Detailed Agenda of the AI Horizon Conference 2025:

6:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Registration & Networking. Guests ar-
rive, check in, and enjoy a relaxed start with light drinks 
and snacks.

7:00 PM - 7:10 PM: Opening Words from the AIEI Board.
The board officially opens the evening, shares a few key 
updates, and welcomes everyone to the conference.

7:15 PM - 7:55 PM: Keynote & Panel Discussion. A key-
note speech will be followed by a dynamic panel discus-
sion featuring experts from across the AI industry.

8:00 PM - 8:15 PM: Startup Pitch Session. Discover bold 
new ideas from emerging companies during this fast-
paced session, where founders will pitch their innovations 
to potential partners and investors.

8:15 PM - 8:30 PM: AIEI Awards Ceremony. We’ll cele-
brate organizations that have made a real impact in ad-
vancing ethical AI throughout 2025.

8:30 PM - 11:00 PM: Networking & After Party. The eve-
ning concludes with music, cocktails, food, and conver-
sation, providing a chance for all attendees to build new 
connections.

ABOUT CONFERENCE

The AI Horizon Conference 2025 is a dedicated event hosted by the  
AI Ethics and Integrity International Association (AIEI) event that gath-
ers AI entrepreneurs, investors, and industry leaders. This confer-
ence highlights ethical AI leadership and innovation, uniting variety of  
forward-thinking organizations in a global AI movement.

 
BECOME SUPPORTER

 
If you are in AI and want to delegate 
a speaker, set up a branded wall, or 

organize a promotion to attract sponsors, 
partners, or investors – reach out to us for 

more details at info@ai-ei.org
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Article By Filipe Fonteles Cabral - Member of INTA’s Artificial Intelligence Advisory Group  
and Vice-Chair of its Data Protection Committee
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 T     
his year, representatives from the AI Ethics and Integrity International Association (AIEI) visited the In-
ternational Trademark Association (INTA) Annual Meeting in San Diego. The AIEI team spoke with vari-
ous associations and startups, engaging in rich discussions on how artificial intelligence is transforming 
the intellectual property industry, from brand creation to protection. These conversations delved into 
a range of critical topics, including the ethical considerations of AI, its impact on trademark and data 

protection, and the challenges of balancing rapid technological innovation with established legal frameworks. The dele-
gation gained valuable insights from industry leaders, including Filipe Fonteles Cabral, a key member of INTA’s Artificial 
Intelligence Advisory Group and Vice-Chair of its Data Protection Committee, and representatives from innovative com-
panies like The RightHub, Pulpou, and AIP Genius.
 
The International Trademark Association (INTA) is a leading global organization dedicated to intellectual property. 
Founded in 1878, it represents over 6,700 member organizations from 185 countries, including corporations, law firms, 
and government agencies. INTA’s mission is to protect and promote trademarks while fostering innovation. It serves as 
a global platform for policy advocacy and professional education on how intellectual property intersects with business, 
law, and technology. As AI redefines brand protection, INTA has proactively outlined foundational principles for AI and 
IP policy, emphasizing transparency and human oversight to balance technological innovation with the rights of brand 
owners.

C O V E R  S T O R Y 9
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AI AND THE IP  
ECOSYSTEM 

INTA’S FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES
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As the legal implications of AI continue 
to evolve, the need for informed, adap-
tive frameworks becomes ever more 
critical, and INTA is playing a central 
role in guiding businesses and policy-
makers through the unique complexi-
ties of IP in this context.

The following key legal issues surround-
ing the use of generative AI—presented 
across some of the most predominantly 
used IP rights, namely: copyright, trade-
marks, designs, and patents.

COPYRIGHTS

Issues surrounding AI and copyright 
can generally be divided into two 
groups: the input and the output stages 
of the AI tool. 

In the input stage (covering data min-
ing, AI training, and dataset prepara-
tion), the central concern is potential 
copyright infringement. Rights hold-
ers argue that using protected works 
without authorization to train AI sys-
tems violates their rights if no license 
has been obtained. 

In contrast, many AI developers claim 
that such use constitutes fair use, es-
pecially when it is transformative 
and does not interfere with the mar-
ket for the original work. Rights hold-
ers also call for greater transparency 
regarding how data is collected and 
used during training. Several lawsuits 
around the world are currently testing 
these arguments.

In the output phase (when the AI sys-
tem generates content in response to 
user prompts), three main legal issues 
arise: authorship, ownership, and po-
tential infringement of third parties’ 
rights due to the work product. Most 
copyright laws require a human au-
thor to grant protection, which ex-
cludes works generated solely by AI.

Nevertheless, some argue that AI can 
produce original content, such as text, 
music, or artwork, raising questions 
about who (if anyone) should be rec-
ognized as the author. The ownership 
debate centers on whether the rights 
should belong to the AI’s developer, the 
AI user, or another party. 

Finally, even if AI-generated content is 

technically new, it may still infringe ex-
isting copyrights if it closely resembles 
protected works, even without direct 
copying.

TRADEMARKS AND DESIGNS

The rise of AI tools capable of generat-
ing names, logos, slogans, designs, and 
even branding strategies, is creating 
new challenges for trademark and de-
sign laws. 

When AI autonomously generates 
brand elements, questions arise about 
liability for potential infringement. For 
instance, if an AI tool creates a logo simi-
lar to a registered mark, or a design that 
resembles an existing product configu-
ration, who is responsible—the AI user, 
the AI developer, or the AI provider (as 
in Software as a Service)? Some scholars 
have even discussed assigning liability 
to the AI tool itself, though granting le-
gal personality for machines has proven 
too complex for the time being. 

Moreover, the widespread use of AI in 
content generation increases the risk 
of unintentional duplication, making it 
more difficult to ensure that marks or 
designs are truly new or original. 

Further, considering that in some ju-
risdictions trademark rights stem from 
use in commerce (not necessarily from 
registration before the authorities), an 
eventual market flooded by new identi-
fication elements created by AI increas-
es the complexity of clearance searches. 
These issues highlight the need to adapt 
trademark and design frameworks to 
address the growing role of AI in brand 
development and marketing.

PATENTS

The use of generative AI to create 
patentable inventions raises legal 
uncertainties around inventorship, 
ownership, and core patentability re-
quirements. Most patent laws require 
inventors to be natural persons, though 
AI can autonomously generate inven-

tions. So how should we deal with the 
issues of inventorship and ownership? 
As of today, AI tools lack legal status 
and cannot themselves hold rights. As-
sessing the novelty and non-obvious-
ness of AI-generated inventions is also 
challenging. These requirements are 
traditionally evaluated based on what a 
person skilled in the art would find new 
or inventive. But, because AI systems 
can process massive datasets and iden-
tify complex patterns beyond human 
capabilities, it becomes more difficult 
to determine whether an invention is 
truly novel and non-obvious, or simply 
a sophisticated result of data analysis. 

Disclosure is another hurdle, as patent 
law requires inventions to be described 
clearly enough to be replicated—
something not always possible when 
AI’s reasoning is opaque or complex. 

Whether AI-assisted replication should 
be accepted or if human effort alone 
should remain the standard is a question 
that may arise in many jurisdictions.

Whether it is trademarks, copyrights, 
patents, or other forms of IP, we are at 
the beginning of the journey toward 
building a governance framework 
that is sensible; balanced; rewards in-
novation; and promotes safe, trusted, 
and transparent digital experiences. 
INTA’s AI foundational principles are 
the building blocks for an evolution-
ary approach to the challenges ahead.

In the following pages, INTA members 
provide insights, sharing their per-
spectives on the challenges AI poses 
to the intellectual property industry.

To read more about  

International Trademark  

Association, scan this QR code  

or visit www.inta.org

  

INTA’S AI-RELATED INITIATIVES

As AI systems develop, they increasingly impact society. Governments 

are working to define legal and policy frameworks. In some cases, the 

policies and proposed regulations contain provisions that address IP 

issues.

With the objective of supporting governments and regulators in 

the analysis of issues arising from the friction of AI and IP and 

guiding INTA’s advocacy on the subject, the Association’s Board 

of Directors recently voted to adopt a resolution establishing an 

initial set of foundational principles to help guide policy devel-

opment on the intersection of AI and IP rights. The Resolution

affirms the importance of human oversight in IP decision-making, sup-

ports transparency in AI-generated content, and calls for balanced 

regulation that protects innovation, proprietary data, and consumer 

trust.

The foundational principles adopted in the Resolution 

emphasize the importance of balancing inno-

vation with the protection of IP rights. Key 

elements of the Resolution are: rec-

ognition of human contribu-

tions, human oversight in IP 

decisions, transparency and 

consumer trust, protection 

of proprietary information.

The Resolution is the result 

of collaborative work by 

INTA’s Artificial Intelligence 

Advisory Group (AIAG), 

which consolidated expert 

consensual views from vari-

ous INTA committees on key 

legal and policy issues at the 

intersection of AI and IP. The 

AIAG is now delving into the per-

spectives that did not reach con-

sensus among its members.

 T     he rise of generative AI in recent years has sparked intense debate about its impact 
on various branches of intellectual property (IP). AI systems are capable of generating 
content (such as text, images, designs, and even inventions) that traditionally fall within 
the scope of IP protection. The evolution of AI challenges traditional notions of human 
creation and introduces new legal concerns for IP owners, AI users, and developers.

The International Trademark Association (INTA) is committed to elevating the understanding of and 
respect for IP rights and works both to promote effective laws and policies worldwide on IP rights and 
to harmonize their implementation. The Association is actively involved in ongoing discussions on the 
convergence of AI and IP.

Filipe Fonteles Cabral
A lawyer, partner and head of the Data Protection team 

at Dannemann Siemsen in Brazil. He holds a master’s 

degree in law from the State University of Rio de Janeiro 

(UERJ) and a doctorate from the same university, with 

a thesis on artificial intelligence and patent law. He is a 

member of INTA’s Artificial Intelligence Advisory Group 

and Vice-Chair of its Data Protection Committee.
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AI IN IP: MOVING FROM 
DEFENSE TO STRATEGIC 

ADVANTAGE
Pulpou is a global platform that gives 
brands the clarity they need to protect 
their value and control how they show 
up in the market. The company helps 
organizations monitor unauthorized 
sellers, detect pricing violations, and 
uncover market distortions – turn-
ing fragmented data into actionable 
insights. Its proprietary technology 
equips legal, compliance, and mar-
keting teams with rare visibility into 
how unauthorized commercialization 
unfolds, empowering them to act with 
precision not only to prevent loss, but 
to uncover commercial opportunities 
hidden in fragmented channels.

FROM TAKEDOWNS TO ROOT 
CAUSE: A SHIFT IN MINDSET

In the field of intellectual property, 
AI is often associated with speed and 
volume: scanning marketplaces, flag-
ging listings, and scaling enforcement. 
But scale without strategy can lead to 
noise. Pulpou focuses instead on help-
ing companies understand the why 
behind the data. Rather than relying 
on isolated alerts or mass takedowns, 
Pulpou’s platform identifies the root 
causes of unauthorized commercial-
ization, recurring seller behavior, re-
gional patterns, and structural weak-
nesses in distribution. This shift from 
reactive enforcement to proactive 
analysis enables organizations to act 
with greater precision and context. 
Each AI-generated detection is fully 
traceable, with transparent logic and 
human oversight built in. This level 
of explainability has been critical in 
building trust, both in the technology 
and in the decisions it supports. For 
many clients, this has opened the door 
to broader action: not just removing 
harmful listings, but engaging more 
strategically with the sellers or dy-
namics behind them.

“eCommerce has redefined how 
brands compete, and exposed how 
easily they can lose control,” says Pau-
la Farina, Head of Global Brand and 

Marketing at Pulpou. “What we’re 
building isn’t just a tool. It’s the kind 
of infrastructure that will be increas-
ingly essential for any brand aiming 
to scale in the next five years if they 
want to protect pricing, positioning, 
and long-term value.”

EXPANDING COMMERCIAL 
IMPACT THROUGH SELLER 

TRANSFORMATION
Beyond enforcement, the removal 
of problematic sellers from the mar-
ket has opened up unexpected com-
mercial upside for many of Pulpou’s 
clients. In several cases, companies 

have not only cleared unauthorized 
listings, they’ve identified sellers with 
strong presence and demand who 
were operating informally, and con-
verted them into official distributors 
or retail partners.

This shift has proven highly efficient: 
rather than acquiring entirely new 
sellers, brands are transforming ex-
isting ones who are already reaching 
their audience. The result is faster on-
boarding, expanded product offering, 
and significantly higher ROI. At the 
same time, official channels benefit 
from a cleaner environment. Autho-
rized partners feel protected.

WHY IP NEEDS ITS OWN 
AI ETHICS FRAMEWORK

The use of AI in IP enforcement rais-
es specific ethical questions that go 
beyond general regulatory guidance. 
While frameworks like the EU AI Act 
and OECD AI Principles have laid 
foundational principles around trans-
parency, accountability, and risk, the 
IP and legaltech space requires more 
focused attention.

Key questions remain around what 
qualifies as actionable evidence in 
AI-driven systems, where human over-
sight should intervene, and how com-
panies should balance efficiency with 
fairness. In the absence of clear stan-
dards, companies often operate within 
fragmented practices, exposing them-
selves to inconsistent outcomes and 
compliance uncertainty. A harmonized 
framework tailored to the realities of IP 
enforcement would not only support 
stronger governance, it would increase 
the legitimacy of AI-powered tools.

THE NEXT FRONTIER: 
MARKET FORESIGHT, 

NOT JUST ENFORCEMENT
While AI has traditionally been used 
in IP to identify infringements, organi-
zations are beginning to harness it for 
broader strategic intelligence. Pulpou 
works with global brands using price 
tracking and behavioral detection not 
just to respond to violations, but to in-
form market positioning, detect chan-
nel instability, and anticipate threats 
across regions.

In one case, a leading health and nu-
trition company used the platform’s 
localized price insights to adjust com-
mercial strategies across multiple 
retailers. In another, a major market-
place integrated Pulpou’s detection 
system into its own brand protection 
infrastructure. 

These examples reflect a growing 
trend: companies are moving beyond 
enforcement alone. They are using AI 
to unlock real-time visibility into how 
their brand is presented, perceived, 
and sold, transforming complexity 
into clarity. Company contribution 
by Pulpou – insights provided by Pau-
la Farina, Head of Global Brand and 
Marketing.

NAVIGATING THE FUTURE  

OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY WITH AI

ROHIT SALUJA 
Rohit Saluja, Head of AI  

at RightHub from Anaqua

C O V E R  S T O R Y C O V E R  S T O R Y

ightHub from Anaqua is the 

first and only Intellectual 

Property Management Sys-

tem (IPMS) built from the 

ground up with AI, trans-

forming how legal teams and IP profes-

sionals handle intellectual property by 

automating traditionally manual tasks 

like docketing, renewals, and brand 

protection. As Intellectual property (IP) 

evolves and AI reshapes the digital 

landscape, RightHub from Anaqua em-

powers professionals to manage com-

plexity with confidence.

What are the biggest technical or 

operational limitations you currently 

face when applying AI in your IP work-

flows?

When we consider the limitations that 

are faced when applying AI within the 

IP industry, there are a few different 

things we must work with. The first is 

data fragmentation. IP data, because of 

its global usage, is fragmented across 

the worlds different patent offices and 

national registries, with inconsistent 

formats and uneven metadata. Har-

monising it into a single, AI-ready layer 

is the core challenge.

We are also focussing on model reli-

ability, with accuracy and hallucinations 

as key risks. Grounding the software in 

the right context with clear confidence 

signal and human-in-the-loop, remain 

core challenges for us to meet. This is 

critical in assisting in legacy integra-

tion. It is not just plugging into IPMS/

docketing, it is fitting AI into legacy 

workflows and making AI and human 

collaboration intuitive, which is helping 

to convince a traditional industry that AI 

is the future for their workflows.

The final limitation we are working to 

better handle is compliance & privacy, 

which is an area that is specifically im-

portant in the IP management space. 

Ensuring outputs are never trained on 

confidential client matter by default, is 

vital for the legal compliance of our us-

ers, but also to their success in manag-

ing their various patents and IP.

How do you measure or validate the 

impact of your AI-driven features 

from a user or business perspective?

At RightHub from Anaqua, it is crucial 

to us that we receive feedback from 

users, especially as we introduce new 

features such as AI-docketing. We do 

this through stringent human feedback 

loops, with validation from domain ex-

perts through structured review chan-

nels that are built into the product. We 

work actively on the feedback we re-

ceive and action, where possible, any 

error reports that we then use to feed 

our evaluation sets.

As well as receiving feedback from the 

people that use the software every day, 

we also make use of validation meth-

ods in-house. We test the system on 

curated, labelled examples and run 

side by side A/B trials against the cur-

rent workflow to measure real gains, 

that we can then use to develop the AI 

before a user runs into the same prob-

lem. As part of this, and as part of trying 

to provide a product that benefits exist-

ing workflows, we also require human 

review for high-risk steps within these 

validation methods.

In your view, could self-regulation 

and voluntary AI declarations serve 

as a practical response to the current 

fragmentation of AI regulatory frame-

works across jurisdictions?

In short, yes! Clear voluntary disclo-

sures can serve as a practical bridge 

while formal rules remain fragment-

ed across industries and jurisdictions. 

The most useful commitments include 

transparent model and data prove-

nance to reassure users that data is 

not being shared and publishing eval-

uation results on core IP tasks such as 

retrieval accuracy, hallucination rates 

and language coverage. We also in-

clude default client-data isolation, 

documented human-review points, 

audit logging and retention, incident 

reporting, and vendor and third-party 

risk controls. These measures improve 

comparability and trust across juris-

dictions and should complement, not 

replace, statutory requirements and 

independent audits as regulation ma-

tures. We are constantly trying to find 

ways to make legacy workflows work 

with AI and instil confidence in our us-

ers, which we do with a long list of pro-

tections, checks and balances.

R
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PAULA FARINA
Head of Global Brand  

and Marketing
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AI AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY:  
RESPONSIBLE INNOVATION FOR  
A CHANGING LANDSCAPE

       
or many years, the IP land-
scape has been structured 
in a way that limits IP own-
ers’ direct access to their 
own information and re-
quires navigating a maze 

of fragmented processes. While tech-
nology at IP offices has improved, the 
system often remains complex, costly, 
and inefficient.

At AÏP Genius, we are building an end-
to-end solution that redefines how IP 
is managed - bringing together advi-
sory, clearance, filing, prosecution, 
portfolio management, and enforce-
ment into one seamless platform. 

Powered by vertical AI and propri-
etary, jurisdiction-specific knowledge 
bases curated by IP experts, our mis-
sion is clear: to enhance, not replace, 
professional expertise, and to make 
IP services faster, clearer, and more 
accessible across borders.

NEW CHALLENGES IN THE AI ERA

The rise of AI has exposed some of the 
biggest challenges facing today’s IP 
systems. Authorship and originality 
are being redefined as AI participates 

in the creation of works and 
inventions. Enforcement is 
more complex, with digital 
content spreading instantly 
and disputes crossing multi-
ple jurisdictions. Meanwhile, 
the territorial nature of in-
telectual property rights clashes with 
the borderless reach of AI, leaving 
businesses navigating uncertain legal 
ground.

A RESPONSIBLE END-TO-END  
APPROACH

At AÏP Genius, we believe AI must be 
adopted responsibly and transpar-
ently across the entire IP lifecycle:
•	 Regulatory alignment: Our solu-

tions are designed to comply 
with evolving frameworks like 
the EU AI Act.

•	 Expert-driven knowledge bases: 
Outputs are rooted in curated, ju-
risdiction-specific data, ensuring 
accuracy, explainability, and the 
guarantee that no copyrighted 
material is used unethically.

•	 Human-AI  synergy:   Every   step   
of  the  workflow  integrates

Human-in-the-Loop (HITL) oversight, 
empowering professionals with clar-
ity and efficiency while maintaining 
accountability and trust. 

This end-to-end model ensures that 
AI strengthens the system as a whole 
rather than adding another layer of 
complexity.

THE FUTURE OF IP IN AN 
AI-DRIVEN WORLD

Looking ahead, AI will reshape IP in 
three key ways:
•	 Registration systems will be-

come faster and more efficient, 
reducing examination times 
from weeks to minutes.

•	 Enforcement will evolve into a 
proactive, global process, with 
AI detecting and addressing in-
fringement in real time.

•	 New service models will unite 
advisory, filing, and monitoring 
in seamless ecosystems, enabling 
IP owners to manage their rights 
directly and efficiently.

In this transformation, human exper-
tise will remain essential. The role of 
lawyers and IP professionals will shift 
toward strategy, creativity, and judg-
ment, while AI handles the complex-
ity and speed.

At AÏP Genius, our vision is to be the 
trusted backbone of this evolution—
pioneering an ethical, transparent, 
and jurisdiction-specific platform 
that covers the full IP lifecycle, em-
powering both innovators and the 
professionals who protect them.
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THE CCBE PRESIDENT 
ON NAVIGATING AI’S 
IMPACT

Today, we explore with him how ar-
tificial intelligence is reshaping legal 
services, what challenges it poses for 
lawyers, and how professional bod-
ies like the CCBE are responding to 
these rapid technological shifts.

Q: We understand you have a dis-
tinguished background in the legal 
profession and currently serve as 
President of the CCBE. Could you 
briefly share what led you to en-
gage with the field of AI and digital 
transformation? 

There is nothing more stimulat-
ing than change and innovation. I 
have always been interested in the 
impact of information technology 
on the legal profession and on cli-
ent behaviour. A long time ago, I 
spent many hours coding and wrote 
management software for my firm. 
You can’t use AI without mastering 
prompt writing. Writing structured 
prompts is just as exciting as com-
puter coding.

Q: While the article reflects your 
personal perspective, not the of-
ficial position of CCBE, could you 
briefly introduce CCBE to our read-
ers? 

Many of them are not lawyers and 
may not yet be familiar with its mis-
sion. To get to the heart of the mat-
ter, the CCBE is the voice of lawyers 
in Europe. Through its members, the 
national bar associations, the CCBE 

represents more than one million 
lawyers in Europe. It is the interloc-
utor of the European institutions. It 
works to defend the role of lawyers 
and bar associations in a democrat-
ic society. It promotes the values of 
the rule of law, the independence of 
the judiciary, and access to justice. It 
was the CCBE that identified the need 
for a binding legal instrument to pro-

tect lawyers and their independence. 
The Council of Europe’s Luxembourg 
Convention on the Protection of Law-
yers is the result of the CCBE’s efforts.

Q: How is artificial intelligence 
currently reshaping the landscape 
of professional services, such as 
legal, accounting, and consulting 
fields?

The first thing that will change is the 
customer’s journey. Customers were 
already in the habit of looking for an-
swers on the internet. Now, their re-
flex will be to submit their problems 
to AI. It is through dialogue with AI 
that they will become aware of the 
nature of their problem. They will 
also ask AI for advice on choosing 
the professional best suited to deal 
with the problem. The AI then gives 
the customer the opportunity to eval-
uate the quality of the professional’s 
work, putting an end to the informa-
tion asymmetry that characterizes 
the market for trust goods. Finally, it 
is clear that AI will lead to a reduc-
tion in the cost of all intellectual ser-
vices, particularly legal services.

Q: What do you see as the most 
pressing challenges AI poses to 
lawyers? In your view, who holds 
responsibility when AI is deployed 
in legal work – the lawyer or the 
system? And should lawyers bill 
for AI-assisted work?

We must start with issues related to 
confidentiality and data protection. 
Lawyers have a duty to guarantee the 
confidentiality of the data entrusted 
to them by their clients. They must 
therefore ensure that the tools they 
use are compatible with confidenti-
ality requirements. I would also like 
to emphasize the need for adequate 
training for lawyers, not only those 
entering the profession, but also all 
others. To use a well-known phrase, 

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

AI may not make lawyers disappear, 
but it will certainly eliminate those 
who do not know how to use it. An-
other challenge is that of human su-
pervision in the organization of law 
firms.

If the machine is more qualified 
than the lawyer, the latter is not 
able to judge the relevance of the 
AI’s response. This is a situation 
that must be avoided at all costs. 
Obviously, law firms will also have 
to review their business model: if 
legal services take less time to deliv-
er, their price should decrease. Of 
course, there may be a temptation 
to continue billing as if nothing has 
changed, without passing on the 
lower production costs to the client.  

But firms that behave in this way will 
find it difficult to remain in the mar-
ket once some of their competitors 
are able to offer equivalent services 
at lower prices.

Q: We heard the argument that AI 
tools used in the legal profession 
should be licensed or approved by 
national bar associations. What is 
your view on that?

Bar associations can indeed consider 
assisting lawyers by identifying tools 
that comply with ethical rules. How-
ever, there are other initiatives that 
bar associations must take. Firstly, 
bar associations have a duty to pro-
vide all lawyers with high-quality 

training in the use of AI. They can 
also take initiatives to pool costs and 
enable lawyers to access artificial in-
telligence tools on affordable terms.

As I practice in France, I can cite the 
initiative taken by the Paris Bar As-
sociation in this area. It is also the 
role of bar associations, through 
the publication of ethical rules or 
guidelines for use, to draw lawyers’ 
attention to the precautions they 
must take when choosing tools. The 
CCBE will soon publish guidelines 
for lawyers. I will conclude by men-
tioning another initiative by the 
French Bar Association.

It has decided to invest in a solu-
tion, Juripredis, which is obvious-
ly fully compliant with the ethical 
rules governing lawyers. It uses a 
European LLM (Mistral) and is also 
remarkably effective and offered at 
very attractive prices.

Q: Finally, do you believe AI will re-
place lawyers? If so, in which areas 
or functions?

I have already mentioned the fact 
that AI is shaking up the foundations 
of the relationship between lawyers 
and their clients by interfering in the 
process of choosing a lawyer or by 
allowing clients to assess the quality 
of a lawyer’s services. Artificial intel-
ligence will also challenge the current 
economic model of the profession. 
Lawyers’ services are expensive, 

which makes it difficult for many peo-
ple to access the law and justice.

The use of AI should reduce the cost 
of legal services. The number of peo-
ple who can afford to pay for a lawyer 
should increase. I do not believe that 
lawyers will disappear. However, I 
do believe that we will see the rules 
governing the legal services market 
being challenged. If all goes well, a 
new balance should be found, with 
services becoming less expensive and 
more accessible to a greater number 
of citizens, which should lead to prog-
ress in terms of access to the law and 
the rule of law.

Disclaimer. This article reflects the au-
thor’s views and is not an official posi-
tion of organizations such as the CCBE 
or the Bordeaux Bar.

In today’s interview, we are speaking with Thierry Wickers  a member of the Bordeaux Bar. He was 
President (bâtonnier) of the Bordeaux Bar and has held various positions within the French Bar, in-
cluding President of the National Council of Bars (2009-2011). He is the author of a book on the profes-
sion entitled “La grande transformation des avocats” (The Great Transformation of Lawyers) and one 
of the authors of “Règles de la profession d’avocat” (Rules of the Legal Profession), a reference work 
on ethical and professional rules. He is the current President of the CCBE (2025).  

I N D U S T R Y  I N S I G H T I N D U S T R Y  I N S I G H T

“The use of AI should reduce 
the cost of legal services. The  
number of people who can  
afford to pay for a lawyer 
should increase.

— Thierry Wickers, President of the CCBE, 

Member of the Bordeaux Bar
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IMPACT OF  
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
APPLICATIONS ON SOCIETY

Author
Prof. Dr. Aytül Erçil

rtificial intelligence (AI) 
technology has rapid-
ly developed in recent 
years, transforming 
many aspects of mod-

ern life, from how businesses oper-
ate to how individuals interact with 
technology. AI encompasses a range 
of technologies designed to simu-
late human intelligence, including 
machine learning, natural language 
processing, and computer vision. As 
AI applications become prevalent in 
sectors such as healthcare, finance, 
and education, studying their social 
impacts is becoming increasingly 
important. This article will detail the 
social impacts of AI applications, ex-
ploring both the opportunities they 
present and the challenges faced.

POSITIVE SOCIAL IMPACTS 
OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

AI applications significantly contrib-
ute to improving quality of life. In 
healthcare, AI-supported diagnostic 
tools analyze medical images with 
very high accuracy, examining ge-
nomic data to provide early diagno-
ses and personalized treatment plans 
for patients. AI-powered chatbots in 
healthcare settings can alleviate the 

burden on providers by answering 
patient queries and enhancing pa-
tient satisfaction.

In education, AI technologies provide 
customized learning experiences de-
signed to meet the specific needs of 
each student. By examining learning 
behaviors, these systems pinpoint 
areas where students face challenges 
and arrange educational resources 
accordingly to enhance overall learn-
ing results and create a more efficient 
and engaging learning experience. 
Furthermore, AI can streamline ad-
ministrative duties, enabling teach-
ers to focus more on instruction.

The business sector gains from en-
hanced efficiency and productivity 
thanks to AI. By automating routine 
tasks, employees can concentrate 
on more strategic efforts, while 
AI-enhanced data analytics allows 
for improved resource distribution 
and more streamlined operations. 
From increasing sales to optimizing 
sup ply chains, AI has a significant 
influence on businesses, playing 
a crucial role in overall economic 
growth. For instance, in the manu-
facturing sector, automation allows 
factories to produce more with less 

labor. Enhanced decision-making 
mechanisms through data analytics 
can also improve customer experi-
ence. In customer service, AI-driv-
en chatbots and virtual assistants 
reduce response times and increase 
customer satisfaction.   For exam-
ple, AI that analyzes user behavior 
on e-commerce platforms can create 
personalized marketing strategies, 
boosting sales while providing cus-
tomers with a more satisfying shop-
ping experience. AI also significantly 
contributes to strengthening social 
connections. AI-supported transla-
tion services break down language 
barriers, promoting communication 
between different communities. 

Within the realm of social media, AI 
algorithms produce content that both 
informs and engages users, while 
community-building applications 
leverage AI to link individuals with 
similar inter ests across geographi-
cal boundaries. Additionally, AI sys-
tems can bolster safety and security 
through crime prediction models, 
surveillance tools, and incident re-
sponse strategies, contributing to 
lower crime rates and enhanced pub-
lic safety.

NEGATIVE SOCIAL IMPACTS 
OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Despite its benefits, the rise of AI has 
undeniable negative social effects. 
One of the primary concerns is job 
loss due to automation. As AI tech-
nologies become capable of perform-
ing tasks traditionally carried out by 
humans, many workers, especially 
in sectors like manufacturing, retail, 
and customer service, are facing job 
insecurity. The emergence of new job 
categories necessitates that individu-
als possess the required skills, which 
mandates reforms in educational 
systems. A report by McKinsey pre-
dicts that by 2030, automation could 
displace as many as 800 million jobs, 
potentially worsening economic in-
equality and leaving individuals who 
are unable to take part in retraining 
programs at a disadvantage.

Furthermore, biases within AI sys-
tems pose ethical issues related to 
discrimination. AI algorithms can 
adopt and exacerbate biases found in 
their training data, resulting in unjust 
treatment in areas such as hiring, law 
enforcement, and credit evaluations. 
For example, the use of facial recogni-
tion technology is troubling because it 
tends to be less accurate for individ-
uals with darker skin tones, raising 
concerns about its use in policing and 
monitoring. These biases significant-
ly impact marginalized communities 
and reinforce systemic inequalities. 

Privacy concerns also play a signif-
icant role in discussions about AI 
applications. The widespread use of 
data collection practices raises criti-
cal questions about consent and the 
ethical use of personal information. 
Individuals may be unaware of the ex-
tent to which their data is tracked and 
analyzed, which can lead to privacy 
violations and potential misuse. The 
consequences of data breaches and 
cyberattacks pose additional risks, as 
personal information can be exploit-
ed by malicious actors. Although tech-
nologies like deepfakes have potential 
benefits in entertainment and other 
fields, its negative impacts present seri-
ous challenges that must be addressed 
through ethical considerations, 
regulation, and public awareness.

Additionally, overreliance on AI tech-
nologies poses psychological and so-
cietal risks. Increasing dependency 
on AI can diminish critical thinking 
skills in decision-making processes. 
For example, people might accept AI 
recommendations without question-
ing them, which diminishes the val-
ue of human judgment. Additionally, 
over-reliance on AI-assisted devices 
can lead to social isolation and mental 
health challenges related to increased 
screen time.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

The societal effects of AI bring with 
them ethical issues and the necessity 
for appropriate regulations. As these 
systems become more integrated into 
daily life, the need for developing fair 
and responsible artificial intelligence 
becomes critical. Ethical guidelines 
need to be developed to guarantee 
accountability and transparency in 
AI algorithms and decision-making 
processes. Developers and organi-
zations that employ AI technologies 
should consider their broader socie-
tal implications and collaborate with 
interdisciplinary teams comprising 
ethicists, technology experts, and 
community representatives. Imple-
menting frameworks that encourage 
fairness and mitigate biases is cru-
cial. Conducting regular audits of AI 
systems to identify potential biases 
and discriminatory effects should 
be a standard practice. Additionally, 
enhancing public awareness of AI 
technologies and their functioning 
can empower individuals to make 
informed choices regarding their use 
and help foster trust in AI systems.

Recently gaining importance, Agen-
tic AI refers to artificial intelligence 
systems designed to operate auton-
omously and make decisions or take 
actions toward specific goals. Unlike 
traditional AI, which largely relies on 
human input or operates under fixed 
parameters, agentic AI can dynam-
ically adjust its behavior according 
to its environment and experienc-
es. Such AI systems can be applied 
in various fields, including robotics, 
autonomous vehicles, and complex 
gaming systems. However, the eth-
ical and security issues related to 

agentic AI become even more signif-
icant, as the ability to make indepen-
dent decisions can lead to misdirec-
tions or unintended consequences.

SOCIAL CHANGE AND  
ADAPTATION

As AI technologies develop, society 
must adapt to the challenges and op-
portunities these technologies pres-
ent. Education is crucial in equipping 
future generations with the necessary 
skills to thrive in an AI-focused envi-
ronment. Curriculum reforms ought 
to emphasize critical thinking, digital 
literacy, and interdisciplinary edu-
cation, equipping students to engage 
with AI in a responsible and effective 
manner.

Governments and policymakers need 
to take proactive steps to shape a fu-
ture in which AI benefits everyone. 
This includes crafting regulations that 
encourage innovation while protect-
ing the rights and welfare of citizens. 
Proposed policies may involve setting 
up ethical oversight boards, develop-
ing retraining programs for workers 
affected by automation, and provid-
ing incentives for organizations to pri-
oritize equity in their AI applications.

Encouraging public dialogue and col-
laboration among stakeholders from 
government, industry, academia, and 
society can help create a more inclu-
sive approach to AI development. By 
integrating diverse viewpoints into 
the decision-making process, we can 
devise solutions that reduce the neg-
ative social repercussions of AI while 
enhancing its positive impacts.

In conclusion, while artificial intelli-
gence is poised to reshape the busi-
ness world and offers transformative 
possibilities for society, it also brings 
significant challenges that must be 
addressed carefully. As we adopt AI 
in health, education, business, and 
other areas, it is essential to tackle 
the potential for job loss, bias, priva-
cy concerns, and over-dependence. In 
the future, it will be crucial to adopt 
interactive, inclusive, and ethical ap-
proaches to balance the societal im-
pacts of AI and integrate this technol-
ogy sustainably.

I M P A C TI M P A C T

A

Dr. Aytül Erçil is a professor of computer vision and pattern recognition at Sabancı University, 
where she founded and directs the VPALAB Laboratory. She holds a Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics 
from Brown University and has led numerous international research projects. She is the founding 
president of the Turkish Pattern Recognition and Image Analysis Society, a recipient of multiple 
national and international awards, and has been listed four times among Forbes’ “50 Most Powerful 
Women.”
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he rapid advancement of 
artificial intelligence (AI) 
is transforming society, 
the economy, and ethical 
frameworks, generating 

novel opportunities while simultane-
ously presenting potential challenges 
in the domains of security, privacy, 
and human rights. Regulation of AI 
is imperative to achieve a balance 
between innovation and the safe-
guarding of public interests, thereby 
ensuring the responsible deployment 
of technologies on a global scale.

INTERNATIONAL APPROACHES TO AI 

REGULATION

International organizations, such 
as the OECD and UNESCO, have for-
mulated key recommendations that 
serve as the foundational framework 
for national approaches to AI regula-
tion. The OECD updated its AI Princi-
ples in 2024, emphasizing values such 
as inclusive growth, transparency, 
and accountability, with the objective 
of providing adaptable guidance to 
member states. UNESCO, in its 2021 
Recommendations on the Ethics of 
AI, underscores the importance of 
global collaboration to prevent reg-
ulatory fragmentation, incorporating 
ethical considerations into education-
al and technological strategies. These 
frameworks influence policies in the 
EU, the USA, and the United Kingdom, 
fostering the harmonization of stan-
dards within the context of interna-
tional law.

AI REGULATION IN THE EUROPEAN 

UNION

The European Union has adopted the 
AI Act as the first comprehensive leg-
islative instrument for AI regulation, 
classifying systems according to risk 
levels, namely unacceptable risk, high 

risk, limited risk, and minimal risk.

Systems posing unacceptable risks, 
such as social scoring or manipula-
tive practices, are prohibited effective 
from February 2025, whereas high-
risk systems (in fields such as medi-
cine, law enforcement, or education) 
are subject to stringent requirements 
concerning transparency, safety, and 
conformity assessment.

Key stakeholders, including pro-
viders, developers, and users, bear 
clearly defined obligations, with an 
emphasis on the protection of funda-
mental human rights in accordance 
with the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights.

In July 2025, the European Commis-
sion issued guidelines on Gener-
al-Purpose AI models (GPAI), which 
entered into force in August 2025, 
enhancing transparency and account-
ability. This relatively stringent legis-
lative approach positions the EU as a 
global leader in ethical AI regulation, 
albeit sparking debates regarding its 
potential to impede innovation.

AI REGULATION IN THE UNITED 

STATES

In the United States, AI regulation is 
predicated on America’s AI Action 
Plan, issued by the White House in 
July 2025 under the Trump admin-
istration, which prioritizes market 
freedoms, the elimination of exces-
sive regulations, and the export of 
technologies.

This plan replaced the prior Executive 
Order (EO) 14110 of President Biden’s 
administration from October 2023, 
which focused on safety, ethics, priva-
cy, and human rights protection, but 
was rescinded by President Trump in 

January 2025 due to its perceived role 
as a barrier to innovation.

The plan encompasses over 90 fed-
eral actions across three pillars: ac-
celerating innovation, building AI 
infrastructure, and asserting global 
leadership, with an emphasis on col-
laboration with the private sector and 
the reduction of barriers to business.

Currently, America’s AI Action Plan 
constitutes a strategic document that 
has not been fully implemented, ne-
cessitating ongoing monitoring of its 
execution and potential legislative 
amendments.

In contrast to the EU, the USA eschews 
a single comprehensive statute, favor-
ing recommendations and executive 
orders, such as EO 14277 and 14278 
from April 2025.

T

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

GLOBAL APPROACHES 
TO AI REGULATION: 
A COMPARATIVE GUIDELINE

AI IS TRANSFORMING EVERYTHING  

IS YOUR BUSINESS PREPARED?

To apply scan this QR code or visit
ai-ei.org/membership

 JOIN US FOR CREDIBILITY, VISIBILITY, AND TRUST!
ANNA TERESHCHENKO 

Legal Professional  

at Barbashyn Law 
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UNITED FOR A BETTER AI FUTURE

If you’re inspired by our work and want to join the  
movement – become a member or partner with us. 

Have an idea, collaboration proposal, or material to share? 
We’d love to hear from you: info@ai-ei.org

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S

he AI Ethics & Integrity 
International Associa-
tion (AIEI) has formally 
established its new Legal 
Committee. This step is a 

direct evolution of the association’s 
mission, moving from the articula-
tion of ethical principles to their prac-
tical application in the legal and reg-
ulatory sphere. With AI increasingly 
reshaping industries and the 
legal profession itself—the 
committee provides a struc-
tured framework for respon-
sible governance.

The committee’s mission is to 
assist with the association’s 
principles for responsible AI 
and to help organizations and 
governments align innova-
tion with legal responsibility. 
Its work is guided by five key objec-
tives:   
•	 Supporting the creation and re-

view of AI standards.   
•	 Addressing professional respon-

sibility and setting standards for 
AI use within the legal sector.   

•	 Systematically monitoring AI 
regulation across key jurisdic-
tions and analyzing legal risks.   

•	 Fostering legal education and 
awareness through events and 
content.   

•	 Providing legal guidance on AI 
compliance, including the pro-
duction of authoritative opinion 
papers.   

International interest in the commit-
tee is high, with membership appli-

cations received from 17 countries, 
including the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union, the United Kingdom, 
India, and Turkey. This broad repre-
sentation reflects the global nature of 
AI governance challenges.   

The committee’s structure is designed 
for both authority and inclusion. It 
is led by a Chair and up to two Vice-

Chairs. Membership is organized into 
two tiers:   
1.	 Full Members: These are active 

AIEI members or representatives 
from official partner organiza-
tions. They have full participa-
tion and voting rights and are el-
igible to be elected for leadership 
roles. They can propose agenda 
items, be credited as authors of 
selected results, and attend all 
meetings.   

2.	 Associate Members: These are 
volunteer experts who can join 
discussions and contribute to 
work streams. While they have 
no voting authority, they can 
propose agenda items, though 
their meeting attendance is by 
invitation only.   

The committee has a clear and prac-
tical roadmap for 2025-2026. It plans 
to finalize its leadership and launch 
working streams in the coming quar-
ter. Throughout 2025, the committee 
will begin systematically tracking 
country-level AI laws and regulations 
and will contribute to upcoming revi-
sions of international AI ethical prin-
ciples and standards. Looking ahead 

to 2026, it aims to continue 
updating its tracking of reg-
ulations and contribute to 
the AIEI’s international AI 
ranking award.   

By bringing together legal 
and technical experts from 
around the world, the AIEI 
Legal Committee is well-po-
sitioned to lead the global 
dialogue and provide the 

guidance necessary to ensure that ar-
tificial intelligence is developed and 
used responsibly. This is a crucial step 
in bridging the gap between rapidly 
advancing technology and the legal 
frameworks needed to govern it.

T

NAVIGATING THE NEXT FRONTIER:  
AIEI LAUNCHES GLOBAL  
LEGAL COMMITTEE

To read more about the  

AIEI Legal Committee, scan  

this QR code or visit  

www.ai-ei.org/legal-committee
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